
Parent Advocacy Summit

Saturday, February 20, 2021
8:30 - 9:30 AM

Zoom, CA

To inform, educate, and empower parents to be 
strong Advocates for Music Education



Parent Advocacy Summit

These slides, the agenda, and all resources 
mentioned (and more!) are available on

The Parent Advocate page on 

https://calmusiced.com/advocacy/stand-up-4-
music/ideas-4-parents/

https://calmusiced.com/advocacy/stand-up-4-music/ideas-4-parents/


Arts Education is:
A Course of Study

Standards-Based

Taught by a Credentialed (arts) Teacher

Accessed by All students during the school day



Welcome to a new national campaign in support of 
arts education for all students!

ArtsAreEducation.org

https://artsareeducation.org/


Sponsored by 

Arts Education Partnership
American Alliance for Theatre and Education

National Art Education Association
Educational Theatre Association

National Association for Music Education
National Dance Education Organization

State Education Agency Directors of Arts Education
Young Audiences Arts for Learning
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The Challenges to arts education in 2021-22

●Budget shortfalls

●A focus on remediation

●A continued need for Personal 
Protective Equipment that is 
unique to the performing arts 
classroom 
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The campaign core ask 

The Arts ARE Education and must remain central to a 
well-rounded education and fully funded to support the 
well-being of all students and the entire school 
community.

We are asking school boards and community members 
throughout the country to support funding for school-based 
arts education programs in 2021-22.
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What we must do

Mobilize our colleagues, teachers, 
administrators, students, 
legislators, and all community 
members who believe that school-
based education in dance, media 
arts, music, theatre and visual arts 
must remain available to all 
students.
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The campaign tools 
The Arts ARE Education
School Board Resolution 
Whereas all students have the right to 
an arts education that includes dance, 
media arts, music, theatre, and visual 
arts taught by certified arts educators, 
in partnership with community 
providers…
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The campaign tools 

The Arts ARE Education Pledge 
The arts are part of a balanced 
education, providing America’s learners 
with crucial skills and knowledge they 
need to be productive, college- and 
career-ready individuals…
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Please fully fund public education, 
including the arts, during this 
year’s budgeting process. In 
addition, I encourage you to invite 
the schools in your legislative 
district to adopt the Arts ARE 
Education resolution at 
https://artsareeducation.org

State Representative Template Letter
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The campaign tools 
Dear School Board letter

The Arts ARE Education Resolution 
asks you, the school board for 
____________ district, to resolve that 
the district will continue to fully fund 
and provide appropriate resources to 
support arts education programs 
during the 2021-2022 school year and 
beyond…
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Campaign talking points
Schools and communities that recognize the value of arts education in the 2021-
22 school year and beyond should ensure that:

Arts education programs continue to be funded.

Classes are offered across all arts disciplines and appropriately 
scheduled.

Curriculum and scheduling designed to address “learning loss” include 
the arts.

Arts educators continue to be employed and teach in the discipline for 
which they were trained.
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Instructional resources that are critical to an arts program’s success 
should always be available.

Professional development for arts educators be appropriate and 
comparable to that of other subject area teachers.

Facilities built and furnished for arts-based activities be used for that 
purpose.

Arts educator evaluation be done in the larger context of professional 
development and mindful of the “new norms” of practice adopted under 
the pandemic era.
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Federal Stimulus Dollars and CA
CARES Act Funding for CA specifically for K-12 (ESSR):



Federal Stimulus Dollars and CA – ESSER 
II

Total LEA distribution SEA use
SEA admin

California $6,709,633,866 $6,038,670,479 $670,963,387
$33,548,169



ESSER – Connection to Music Education
• Purchasing masks, bell covers, or other protective equipment for use in the music classroom

• Allowable under #3, #5
• Supporting training for music educators on strategies to conduct in-person music instruction 

safely (see NFHS/NAfME Reopening Guidance)

• Allowable under #6
• Purchasing supplies to sanitize instruments (see Instrument Cleaning Guidelines)

• Allowable under #7
• Purchasing devices for internet connectivity, laptops, and/or supplemental software that would 

allow for instruction and assessment through virtual means

• Allowable under #9
• Paying for additional instruction, such as through an adjunct teacher, private lessons instructor, 

or full-time teacher, to provide remediation in music

• Allowable under #11
• Purchasing materials to set up music classroom with physical distance between students such 

https://nafme.org/covid-relief-funding-in-the-music-classroom/
https://nafme.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/NAfME_NFHS-Guidance-for-Fall-2020-August-21-Version-4.pdf
https://nafme.org/covid-19-instrument-cleaning-guidelines/


Other advocacy resources…



Title IV, Part A
1. Find out how your district spends Title IV-A Funds. Ask your music 

supervisor to find out. Or talk with your federal programs manager.

2. Participate in a needs assessment for next year. Use the OTL Standards to 
support your ask for music education.

3. Make an ask based on your music program needs. Focus on access and 
equity - the heart of this funding source from Congress



California 
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE



Proposed 2021-22 State Budget
● 2021-22 state budget a $227.2 billion proposal.
- Responds to funding for immediate COVID-19 response such as 

$372 million for vaccinations & “investments” for a broad-based 
economic recovery, such as $2.4 billion for the Golden State 
Stimulus.

● Significant Proposed K-12 Budget Items, include, but are not 
limited to:

- Per the Administration, highest-ever funding level for K-14; 
approximately $90 billion total, with $85.8 under Prop 98 with a 
focus on “equity” for school communities.



Proposed 2021-22 State Budget
● Reopening Schools: $2 billion for in-person instruction grants for learning loss 

mitigation, COVID 19 testing and personal protective equipment; to improve ventilation, 
indoor and outdoor spaces; to invest in salaries for staff providing in-person learning; and 
to provide social and mental health support services connected to in-person learning. 
(Early Action)

● Expanded Learning Time & Academic Intervention Grants: $4.6 billion for 
extended instruction time to target intervention supports for students in low-income 
households, English learners, foster youth, and homeless youth. (Early Action)

● Federal Stimulus: $7 billion in additional federal funds that will be allocated to 
schools via the Title 1 funding formula for several allowable expenses, including 
pandemic related expenses, learning loss mitigation strategies and student mental health 



Proposed 2021-22 State Budget
• LCFF: $2 billion, which represents 3.84% in COLA. It is important 
to note that there originally was no COLA in 2020-21; this proposed COLA 
comprises 2.31% for 2020-21 and 1.5% for 2021-22 (1.5%).

• Special Education: Includes $545 million in ongoing 
funds – building on $1.5 billion over the last two years – and $300 million in 
ongoing funds for early intervention for infants, toddlers and preschoolers.

• Mental Health: $400 million is proposed for school-based 
mental health of which $25 million is provided for one-time funding to 
resource school county mental health partnerships as well as an additional 
$25 million in one-time funding to support innovative school county mental 
health partnerships



2021 Introduced Bills of Interest
● AB 10 (Ting) Return Students to In-Person Learning. Would ensure 

that public schools provide in-person instruction for students to the greatest 
extent allowable under public health guidelines during the pandemic. For text of 
bill go to: http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/

○ Complements to Governor’s California’s Safe Schools for All Plan

● AB 104 (L. Gonzalez) Pupil Instruction: Learning Recovery 
Opportunities. Proposes to enact subsequent legislation that would provide 
learning recovery opportunities for pupils who have faced adverse learning 
circumstances as a result of the COVID-19 crisis. This bill is a “spot” bill. 

○ Complements the proposed $4.6 billion for extended learning opportunities.



AB 5 Saga Continues
● AB 5 (L. Gonzalez) Saga Continues: Exemptions from AB 5 provisions still pursued.

○ AKA as the “gig worker bill,” went into effect on Jan. 1, 2020, and requires companies 
that hire independent contractors to reclassify them as employees, with some 
exceptions.

○ Designed to regulate companies that hire gig workers in large numbers, such as Uber, 
Lyft, and Door Dash.

○ Major unintended consequences resulted from AB 5, such as the inability for music 
educators to continue to provide services as independent contractors for music 
festivals, student music competitions etc.

● Proposition 22 of 2020 passes. Approximately 59% of voters supported the passage 
of this proposition.

○ The ballot initiative defines app-based transportation (rideshare) and delivery drivers 
as independent contractors and requires adoption of labor and wage policies specific 
to app-based drivers and companies.



AB 5 Saga Continues

● AB 25 (Kiley) Worker classification: employees and 
independent contractors. Introduced Dec. 7, 2020

The bill would repeal certain provisions relating to the “ABC” test for various 
specified occupations and business relationships. The bill would, instead, 
require the determination of whether a person is an employee or an 
independent contractor to be based on the specific multifactor test set forth 
in Borello, including whether the person to whom service is rendered has 
the right to control the manner and means of accomplishing the result 
desired, and other identified factors.

For bill text go to: http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/



CMEA Advocacy Continues

● AB 2257 (L. Gonzalez) of 2020- (Ch. 38, Statutes of 2020) 
Exempts from AB 5 certain occupations such as licensed 
landscape architects & real estate appraisers. CMEA position: 
Oppose Unless Amended

● Met with representatives from CA Dept of Education, Deputy 
Secretary of Health & Human Services, CA Dept of Public Health 
& Cal OSHA on inclusion of aerosol study recommendations in 
school guidance on opening and reopening.

● Continue to work with Section presidents on school guidance's.



Supporting Your Music Educator

Building Relationships

Establishing and Maintaining a Presence

Advocacy Tools



COVID-19 Aerosol Study
3rd Release of Preliminary Results • November 13, 2020 

Masks – Masks with slits should be worn by students while playing. This is
separate from the day-to-day mask.

Bell Covers – All instruments should have bell/foot covers using MERV 13
fabric filter between the layers. Flutes and recorders can use plastic wrap
at the end of the foot joint(s).

Distance – The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) distancing
guidelines of 6 feet by 6 feet should be followed, with additional space (9
feet by 6 feet) for trombone players. This applies for both outdoors and
indoors.



COVID-19 Aerosol Study
Time – Rehearsals should be limited to 30 minutes. Indoors, the 
room should be cleared, and students/classes should wait until at 
least one HVAC air change before the next rehearsal. 

Air Flow – Outdoor activity remains the best place for air flow. 
Indoors, HEPA filters are strongly recommended to increase the 
amount of clean air and the number of air changes per hour (ACH).

Hygiene – The strong emphasis continues on hygiene, including 
frequent handwashing, and cleaning of spit valves and storage areas.



COVID-19 and Reopening In-Person Instruction 
Framework & Public Health Guidance 

for K-12 Schools in California, 2020-2021 School Year
January 14, 2021

Classroom Space

Activities where there is increased likelihood for transmission 
from contaminated exhaled aerosols such as band and choir 
practice and performances are permitted outdoors only, 
provided that precautions such as physical distancing and use 
of face coverings are implemented to the maximum extent (see 
Non-classroom spaces) page 22



COVID-19 and Reopening In-Person Instruction 
Framework & Public Health Guidance 

for K-12 Schools in California, 2020-2021 School Year
January 14, 2021

Outdoor singing and band practice are permitted, provided that precautions 
such as physical distancing and mask wearing are implemented to the 
maximum extent possible. Playing of wind instruments (any instrument 
played by the mouth, such as a trumpet or clarinet) is strongly discouraged. 
School officials, staff, parents, and students should be aware of the 
increased likelihood for transmission from exhaled aerosols during singing 
and band practice, and physical distancing beyond 6 feet is strongly 
recommended for any of these activities. Page 23

Call your county department of health – link to contact: 
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Pages/COVID-19-County-Offices.aspx



Call to Action! 
Igniting The Advocate Within



Stand Up 4 Arts Education 
Day

Thursday, March 11, 2021
Capitol, Sacramento

A new combined day of 
Arts Education Advocacy



Thank you for 
Standing Up 4 Music!

California Music 
Educators 

Association


